
Excavations at Fabrika Hill (Nea Pafos): University of Avignon, 2008 

 
With the permission of the Department of Antiquities of Cyprus, a French archaeological 

expedition, directed by Dr. Claire Balandier, Professor. of Ancient History and Archaeology at 

the University of Avignon (France), conducted excavations on Fabrika Hill from April 15th to 

May 9th 2008 with financial support from the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

 

The main aim during the first season was to try to trace the ancient city-wall of Nea Pafos in its 

North-Eastern part, where it is still unknown.  During a field-survey on the top of the hill some 

blocks were located in situ in the area's northern part, directly below the northern edge of the hill, 

close to Daedalus street.  The excavation revealed that these blocks belonged to a wall which 

runs at least 20 meters towards the North. 

 

A sounding made behind the wall has shown that it had not been built with two faces: it was built 

with one face against the rock with a filling of rubble stones.  The face of the wall is made of 

ashlar blocks, probably reused.  A sounding was made against the face of the wall: its foundation 

reaches a depth of 3 meters.  It is built on a mass of huge rubble blocks.  The rock has not been 

reached yet.  The stratigraphy shows that this wall was built at the very end of the Hellenistic 

period or at the beginning of the Roman period.  One should be able to be more precise about the 

date next year. 

 

On the Eastern part of the hill, north of the theatre, we observed that there is a gap in the rocky 

cliff where a footpath reaches the top of the hill.  At this point we looked for the position of a 

possible north-east gate of the ancient Pafos.  No evidence of a gate has been found yet but 

different walls and levels have been uncovered.  A wall has been uncovered running parallel to 

the edge of the hill.  It is preserved only at a hight of 0,50 m but one can see that it was very well 

built with ashlar blocks, very carefully cut, and a thick layer of lime mortar.  We do not know yet 

what purpose this wall served and to which building it belonged.  After its destruction, it was 

used as a foundation for a later building, also ruined.  The ceramic finds are mainly dated to the 

medieval period and more precisely to the Frankish period.  A nice seal, belonging to Gerardus, 

bishop of Bologna, was found, perhaps from the 13th century.  All the artefacts found in the area 

lead us to believe that during the medieval period an important building existed on this part of 

Fabrika hill, perhaps a church.  We should have more evidence of the use of this building next 

year. 

 

A clearing of the rock on the western part of Fabrika hill, near Apostolos Pavlos street has been 

made where some steps were visible on the rocky cliff.  A sounding at the foot of the cliff has 

shown that it was not steps but the results of quarrying.  A very modest house or sheep shelter 

has been built against the cliff, probably at the Ottoman period, as shown by a fragment of pipe.   

We did not find any evidence of the city wall in this area. 

 

Next year, the 2nd season of the French Archaeological Expedition at Pafos will try to precise 

first the trace of the city wall on the northern part of Fabrika hill and then the function of the 

medieval building on the eastern part of the hill and to get more precision on the chronological 

datas. 

 


